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Chapter #26.2 
The Great West and the Agricultural Revolution, 1865-1896

Chapter Synopsis:  When the Civil War crashed to a close, the frontier line was still wavering westward. A long fringe of settlement, bulging outward here and there, ran roughly north through central Texas and on to the Canadian border. Between this jagged line and the settled areas on the Pacific slope, there were virtually no white people. The few exceptions were the islands of Mormons in Utah, occasional trading posts and gold camps, and several scattered Spanish- Mexican settlements throughout the Southwest. Sprawling in expanse, the Great West was a rough square that measured about a thousand miles on each side. Embracing mountains, plateaus, deserts, and plains, it was the habitat of the Indian, the buffalo, the wild horse, the prairie dog, and the coyote. Twenty-five years later—that is, by 1890—the entire domain had been carved into states and the four territories of Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, and “Indian Territory,” or Oklahoma. Pioneers flung themselves greedily on this enormous prize, as if to ravish it. Probably never before in human experience
Please provide TWO key points that can be drawn from the chapter synopsis.
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	The Farm Becomes a Factory
Know: 
Montgomery Ward, Combine

1.
Explain the statement, "The amazing mechanization of agriculture in the postwar years was almost as striking as the mechanization of industry."

2. Deflation Dooms the Debtor
Explain subheading

Unhappy Farmers
3.
How did nature, government, and business all harm farmers?

The Farmers Take Their Stand
Know: 
The Grange, Cooperatives, Greenback-Labor Party, James B. Weaver

4.
How did the Grange attempt to help farmers?

5. Prelude to Populism
Explain subheading

Coxey’s Army and the Pullman Strike
Know: 
Coxey’s Army, Eugene V. Debs, Pullman Palace Car Company

6.
Why did President Cleveland send in federal troops during the Pullman Strike?

Golden McKinley and Sliver Bryan
Know: 
Mark Hannah, William McKinley, William Jennings Bryan, Cross of Gold speech

7.
Was William McKinley a strong presidential candidate? Explain.

8. Class Conflict:  Plowholders versus Bondholders
Explain the subheading

Republican Standpattism Enthroned
9.
Did McKinley possess the characteristics necessary to be an effective president?
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