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Chapter #26.1
The Great American West, 1865-1896
 
Chapter Synopsis:  When the Civil War crashed to a close, the frontier line was still wavering westward. A long fringe of settlement, bulging outward here and there, ran roughly north through central Texas and on to the Canadian border. Between this jagged line and the settled areas on the Pacific slope, there were virtually no white people. The few exceptions were the islands of Mormons in Utah, occasional trading posts and gold camps, and several scattered Spanish- Mexican settlements throughout the Southwest. Sprawling in expanse, the Great West was a rough square that measured about a thousand miles on each side. Embracing mountains, plateaus, deserts, and plains, it was the habitat of the Indian, the buffalo, the wild horse, the prairie dog, and the coyote. Twenty-five years later—that is, by 1890—the entire domain had been carved into states and the four territories of Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, and “Indian Territory,” or Oklahoma. Pioneers flung themselves greedily on this enormous prize, as if to ravish it. Probably never before in human experience had so huge an area been transformed so rapidly.
Please provide TWO key points that can be drawn from the chapter synopsis.

	KEY POINT #1 
	

	KEY POINT #2
	


PLEASE NOTE
Chapter Rotation for the Post Reconstruction Era 1877 to 1898
Including Chapters #23 to 27
	Content Covered in Class
	Chapter Focus

	The Elections  of  1872  and 1876 


	Chapter #23. 1 Political Paralysis in the Gilded Age

	Conquest and Settlement of the West


	Chapter #26.1  The Great West 

	Intro to Industry


	Chapter #24  Industry Comes of Age

	The American City and Immigration


	Chapter #25:  America Moves to the City

	Urbanization  and Gilded Age Politics


	Chapter #23.2: Political Paralysis in the Gilded Age

	The Rise of Populism 


	Chapter #26.2: Agricultural Revolution


	Imperialism 


	Chapter #27:  Empire and Expansion



After Chapter #27 we are back on our regular chronological exploration of the text
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Chapter #26.1  The Great American West, 1865-1896
	1.  The Clash of Cultures on the Plain
Explain the subheading 
Bellowing Herds of Bison
Know: 
Buffalo Bill Cody

2.
How were the Buffalo reduced from 15 million to less than a thousand?

The End of the Trail
Know: 
Helen Hunt Jackson, Ghost Dance, Battle of Wounded Knee, Dawes Act, Carlisle Indian School, Indian Reorganization Act

3.
What did the government do to try to assimilate Native Americans?

Mining:  From Dishpan to Ore Breaker
Know: 
Pike's Peak, Comstock Lode, Silver Senators

4.
How did the discovery of precious metals affect the American West?

Beef Bonanzas and the Long Drive
Know: 
Long Drive, Wild Bill Hickok

5.
Why was cattle ranching so profitable in the 1870's?

Beef Bonanzas and the Long Drive
Know: 
Long Drive, Wild Bill Hickok

6.
Why was cattle ranching so profitable in the 1870's?

The Farmers’ Frontier
Know: 
Homestead Act, Great American Desert, John Wesley Powell, Joseph F. Glidden

7.
Did the Homestead Act live up to its purpose of giving small farmers a descent life on the plains?

The Far West Comes of Age
Know: 
Boomers, Sooners, 1890, Frederick Jackson Turner, Yellowstone

8.
What were some milestones in the “closing” of the West?

The Fading Frontier
Know: 
Francis Parkman, George Catlin, Frederic Remington  

9.
What effects has the frontier had on the development of the United States?


	COMMENTS, CONCERNS or CLARIFICATIONS
COMMENTS, CONCERNS or CLARIFICATIONS

COMMENTS, CONCERNS or CLARIFICATIONS




Native Americans as Prisoners of War

Background - Aaron Huey's effort to photograph poverty in America led him to the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation, where the struggle of the native Lakota people -- appalling, and largely ignored -- compelled him to refocus. Five years of work later, his haunting photos intertwine with a shocking history lesson in this bold, courageous talk

View Mr. Hueys's TED Talk " America's native prisoners of war"  (15 Minutes)
	#1 From the talk construct a timeline on Native America History and provide a brief summary of each event mentioned 
 

 


	#2 Provide a reaction/reflection to one of the following Aaron Huey quotes:
 

“[The U.S. government] was tired of treaties. They were tired of sacred hills. They were tired of ghost dances. And they were tired of all the inconveniences of the Sioux. So they brought out their cannons. ‘You want to be an Indian now?’ they said, finger on the trigger.”
 
“‘Wasichu’ is a Lakota word that means ‘non-Indian,’ but another version of this word means ‘the one who takes the best meat for himself.’”  

“More Medals of Honor were given for the indiscriminate slaughter of women and children than for any battle in World War I, World War II, Korea, Vietnam, Iraq or Afghanistan.”  on the Wounded Knee massacre
 

“The last chapter in any successful genocide is the one in which the oppressor can remove their hands and say, ‘My God, what are these people doing to themselves? They’re killing each other. They’re killing themselves while we watch them die.’ This is how we came to own these United States. This is the legacy of manifest destiny.” 
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