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Chapter #23.2 
Political Paralysis in the Gilded Age, 1869-1896

Chapter Synopsis:  When the Civil War crashed to a close, the frontier line was still wavering westward. A long fringe of settlement, bulging outward here and there, ran roughly north through central Texas and on to the Canadian border. Between this jagged line and the settled areas on the Pacific slope, there were virtually no white people. The few exceptions were the islands of Mormons in Utah, occasional trading posts and gold camps, and several scattered Spanish- Mexican settlements throughout the Southwest. Sprawling in expanse, the Great West was a rough  square that measured about a thousand miles on each side. Embracing mountains, plateaus, deserts, and plains, it was the habitat of the Indian, the buffalo, the wild horse, the prairie dog, and the coyote. Twenty-five years later—that is, by 1890—the entire domain had been carved into states and the four territories of Utah, Arizona, New Mexico, and “Indian Territory,” or Oklahoma. Pioneers flung themselves greedily on this enormous prize, as if to ravish it. Probably never before in human experience
Please provide TWO key points that can be drawn from the chapter synopsis.

	KEY POINT #1 
	

	KEY POINT #2
	

	The Birth of Jim Crow in the Post-Reconstruction South
Know:  
Redeemers, sharecropping, tenant farming, Jim Crow laws, Plessy v. Ferguson
1.
Analyze the data in the lynching chart on page 513.

Class Conflicts and Ethnic Clashes
Know:  
Great Railroad Strike of 1877, Denis Kearney, Coolies, Chinese Exclusion Act

2.
What was the significance of the Great Railroad Strike of 1877?

Garfield and Arthur
Know: 
James A. Garfield, Charles J. Guiteau, Chester A. Arthur, Pendleton Act of 1883

3.  
What new type of corruption resulted from the Pendleton Act?

The Blaine-Cleveland Mudslingers of 1884
Know:  
James G. Blaine, Tattooed man, Mugwumps, Grover Cleveland, Ma, ma where's my pa?, Rum, Romanism and Rebellion

4.
Explain how character played a part in the presidential election of 1884.

“Old Grover" Takes Over
5.
Assess the following statement:  "As president, Grover Cleveland governed as his previous record as governor indicated he would."

6. Cleveland Battles for a Lower Tariff
Explain the subheading

The Billion Dollar Congress
Know:  
Thomas Reed, Civil War pensions, McKinley Tariff Act of 1890

7.  
Explain why the tariff was detrimental to American farmers.

The Drumbeat of Discontent
Know:  
Populists

8.  
What was the most revolutionary aspect of the Populist platform?  Defend your answer with evidence.

Cleveland and Depression
Know:  
Grover Cleveland, Depression or 1893, William Jennings Bryan, Sherman Silver Purchase Act

9.  
What could Cleveland have done to lessen the impact of the financial turmoil?

Cleveland Breeds a Backlash

Know:  Wilson Gorman Tariff 

10.  
Is the characterization of the Gilded Age presidents as the “forgettable presidents” a fair one?  Explain.
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