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Chapter #23.1
Political Paralysis in the Gilded Age, 1869-1896
 
Chapter Synopsis: After the soaring ideals and tremendous sacrifices of the Civil War, the post–Civil War era was generally one of disillusionment. Politicians from the White House to the courthouse were often surrounded by corruption and scandal, while the actual problems afflicting industrializing  America festered beneath the surface. The popular war hero Grant was a poor politician and his administration was rife with corruption. Despite occasional futile reform efforts, politics in the Gilded Age was monopolized by the two patronage-fattened parties, which competed vigorously for spoils while essentially agreeing on most national policies. Cultural differences, different constituencies, and deeply felt local issues fueled intense party competition and unprecedented voter participation. Periodic complaints by “Mugwump” reformers and “soft-money” advocates failed to make much of a dent on politics. The deadlocked contested 1876 election led to the sectional Compromise of 1877, which put an end to Reconstruction. 
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Chapter #23.1 Political Paralysis in the Gilded Age
	The "Bloody Shirt" Elects Grant
Know:  
Ulysses S. Grant, Ohio Idea, Repudiation, Horatio Seymour, Bloody Shirt

1.
Was General Grant good presidential material?  Why did he win?

2. The Era of Good Stealings
Explain the subheading 
A Carnival of Corruption
Know:  
Credit Mobilier, Whiskey Ring, William Belknap

3.
Describe two major scandals that directly involved the Grant administration.

The Liberal Republican Revolt of 1872
Know:  
Liberal Republicans, Horace Greeley

4.
Why did Liberal Republicans nominate Horace Greeley for the presidency in 1872?  Why was he a less than ideal candidate?


Depression and Demands for Inflation
Know:  
Panic of 1873, Greenbacks, Hard-money, Crime of '73, Contraction, Soft-money, Bland-Allison Act
5.
Why did some people want greenbacks and silver dollars?  Why did others oppose these kinds of currency?

6. Pallid Politics in the Gilded Age
Explain the subheading 
7. The Hayes-Tilden Standoff, 1876
Explain the subheading 
8. The Compromise of 1877 and the End of Reconstruction
Explain the subheading 

	COMMENTS, CONCERNS or CLARIFICATIONS
COMMENTS, CONCERNS or CLARIFICATIONS

COMMENTS, CONCERNS or CLARIFICATIONS




Key Elections in US History 1800 to 1876

1800: SUPRISING TIE
Four men competed for the offices of President and Vice President. U.S. President John Adams and Thomas Pinckney were both Federalists.  Aaron Burr and U.S. Vice President Thomas Jefferson were Democratic-Republicans.  The candidate who won the most electoral votes would become President; the runner-up would become Vice President. It was a bitter campaign—the first to involve political party machinery and organized campaigning.  But it made the record books for another reason.  Jefferson and Burr tied for first place, with 73 electoral votes each.  The House of Representatives took over, as the Constitution required.  Its members chose Jefferson as President and Burr as Vice President. In office, Jefferson worked to change the method of electing Vice Presidents.  The Constitution’s 12 th  Amendment, ratified in 1804, instructs electors to cast separate votes for President and Vice President.
 
1824: UNPOPULAR VICTORY
In a four-way race, Andrew Jackson of Tennessee got the most popular votes (153,544) and electoral votes (99).  Yet John Quincy Adams, with 108,740 popular votes and 84 electoral votes, became President.  To win outright, a candidate has to win a majority. Then 131 votes—in the Electoral College.  Since two other candidates won a total of 78 votes, no candidate had a majority in 1824.  So, the U.S. House of Representatives took over, and its members chose John Quincy Adams.  Throughout the U.S., there was a feeling that the House had gone against the will of the people.  In the next election (1828), Jackson trounced Adams.
 
1860: A NATION DIVIDED
Of the four Presidential candidates, Abraham Lincoln was the least known.  His chief rival, U.S. Senator Stephen A. Douglas, was a leading spokesman for the Democratic Party.  However, that  party, like the nations, was split on the slavery issue.
 
When Southerners bolted from the 1860 Democratic convention, the Northern Democrats, who stayed, nominated Douglas for President.  The Southern Democrats chose John Breckinridge, and the Constitutional Union movement chose John Bell, another breakaway Democrat.  To oppose these Democrats, the young, anti-slavery Republican party nominated Abraham Lincoln.  Though Lincoln was not in favor of abolishing slavery, Southerners believed he was, and abolitionists supported him.  Lincoln won.  On hearing the news, South Carolina’s legislature called a state convention, which on December 20 voted to sever the state’s ties to the federal union.  Over the next six weeks, 10 other Southern states seceded from the Union.
 
1876: A LOSER WINS
The Democrats nominated Samuel J. Tilden, a popular governor of New York.  Tilden got 4,284,020 popular votes; Rutherford  B. Hayes, the Republican governor of Ohio, got 4,036,072.  Tilden won 184 electoral votes and Hayes won 166.    But Tilden did not win the election.  To do that, he needed 185 electoral votes-then a majority of the Electoral College.  Neither candidate won a majority because of irregularities in three Southern states, which left 19 electoral votes in dispute and, therefore, uncounted.    To settle the dispute, President Grant appointed an Electoral Commission.  Seven of its members were Republicans; six were Democrats.  Commission members negotiated with Southern governors, legislators, and electors.  Deals were made.  Finally, all 19 electoral votes went to Hayes, who ended up with 185 electoral votes to Tilden’s 184.
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